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University Seminars Fall 2009
[as of July 23, 2009]

USNA 220 – Suburban Landscapes: Nature, Technology, and Culture
TuTh 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
Erika Olbricht
This course will examine suburban neighborhoods by focusing on the design of technology and nature in these spaces. The way that people understand and operate in the world is so entangled with values and assumptions that the physical shape of the world cannot be separated from human culture. In this sense, suburban landscapes are not simply neighborhoods but also examples of culture. The form of the land and the technologies in the suburbs are continually reshaped to correspond with the cultures of the people occupying those spaces. By studying suburban landscapes we can see how the ideas in people's heads become part of the physical world in which we live. 
USNA 226 – Evolution of Human Behavior
MW 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM
Marianne Reeves
Human behavior is a result of the complex interplay between our genes and the environment, both of which have been shaped by evolutionary forces over millions of years.  To what extent does natural selection shape our behavior today?  Are humans naturally monogamous?  Why do conflicts arise even in our most intimate relationships?  Is human behavior ultimately in the service of reproductive success, ensuring that our genes are passed into the next generation?  This course reviews the history of evolutionary theories of mind and behavior, as well as current ideas about the ecological and genetic components of behavior.  We will examine key principles of neurobiology, sociobiology, and evolutionary psychology to critically evaluate evolutionary interpretations of human behaviors, including those comprising cultural traditions and social institutions.  Specific topics to be addressed include human mate choice, parenting strategies, interpersonal conflict, and altruism.  The course is structured as a seminar, with emphasis on discussion and formation of logical arguments.
USNA 229 – Astronomical Arguments: Pluto, Dark Matter, and Beyond
MWF 10:30 AM – 11:20 AM
James Mihos
This course explores how scientific controversies are resolved, using examples from astronomy and cosmology. We start with a discussion of the scientific process--both as an ideal and as a practical reality--and an overview of the scale of the universe in space and time. Then we address some historical controversies (with the benefit of scientific hindsight), before turning to modern examples of astronomical debates which remain unresolved. Examples include the Copernican Revolution, the nature of galaxies, the Big Bang, the elusive search for dark matter, and the identity of Pluto. In each case, we will examine the scientific basis of the controversy as well as the roles played by cultural and human biases. 
USNA 235 – Exploring a Sense of Place
MW 9:00 AM – 10:15 AM
Elizabeth Banks
Having a sense of place, or a rooted understanding of where we live, shapes our identity, actions, and commitment to community.  In this course, we will go beyond the "campus bubble" to explore the concept and development of a sense of place by studying and photographing the Doan Brook, our local watershed.  Course readings, writing, and discussion will focus on Doan Brook's natural history, local environmental issues, and sustainability.  We will utilize photography as a primary tool for investigating and connecting to place as we undertake a photography project documenting the Doan Brook, which will be shared with the community.  We will also consider our responsibility to place and learn about community-based initiatives in which people have committed to place and taken action to make a difference.  Throughout the course, we will develop a stronger understanding of Case's ecological address and the intersection of sense of place, environmental issues, and engagement with the watershed.  We will explore firsthand where we are--and why it matters.[Class Note:  Students must attend required class field trip on Saturday, September 12 and have access to a 35mm camera (digital strongly preferred) to use during the course.]
USNA 237 – Landscape History and Conservation
TuTh 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
Erika Olbricht
	Human history is intimately intertwined with the natural landscape on which it occurred. From coastal preserves and their beach communities to Midwestern farmland and the preserved site of Thoreau's Walden Pond cabin, and at places like the Grand Canyon, the American landscape itself holds many clues to our country's natural, ecological, and cultural history. This course will investigate the lived landscape in two ways (which have a multitude of shades to them): as a place where humans shape the natural for their own memorial, productive, and aesthetic uses, or as a natural place that humans set aside or conserve. We will read landscape history and conservation theory, and we will consider global practices of conservation through UNESCO's World Heritage Sites. Class work will entail a process-oriented project on the Cleveland landscape, which students are encouraged to approach through the lens of their major. We will visit the Wade Oval and the cultural gardens of Rockefeller Park as an example of current conservation practices working to protect the natural and cultural value of the local landscape.
USNA 241 – Urban Transportation
TuTh 4:30 PM – 5:45 PM
Isaac Greber
The course is intended to examine the variety of issues associated with urban transportation.  To provide focus the Cleveland metropolitan area will be used as the example urban environment.  The issues that will be addressed include the perceived transportation needs, the mutual influences of perceived needs and the transportation system, the effect on business, residence, recreation and entertainment, the variety of approaches that have been used or suggested in the United States and abroad and the approaches that might be used, the resources needed, and the time needed to make changes.  It is expected that the students will further develop the issues that should be addressed, do the necessary study of available information, discuss the issues, and finally report on their findings, conclusions and possibly recommendations.

USNA 243 – CWRU’s Carbon Footprint
TuTh 1:15 PM – 2:30 PM
Linda Robson Aiello
	CWRU has conducted dozens of energy efficiency projects addressing sustainability, energy, and climate issues.  All of which aims at reducing the University's environmental footprint..  A core component of CWRU's first carbon footprint inventory, is engaging in strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  Using the campus as a living laboratory, participants will complete CWRU's first carbon footprint inventory, and will collectively write the University's first Climate Action Plan.  Students will become familiar with general climate issues and will conduct an institutional greenhouse gas inventory using data on CWRU's energy consumption and other pertinent institutional practices.  Complimenting the practical aspects of the course, we will also explore organizational and economic opportunities in sustainability, energy, policy, and processes of organizational change for sustainability.  Many examples from other campuses will be used in addition to expert guest speakers.
USNA 245 – The Impact of Technology on Society
TuTh 10:00 AM – 11: 15 AM
Simon Ostrach
There is commonly a lack of understanding and appreciation of how the spread of advanced technologies (the artifacts of engineering) has led to economic, social, and political changes on a global scale.  As a result, young people do not think that careers in science and engineering are rewarding and useful or do they think of technology as one of the most powerful forces for social change.  Furthermore, in a world where advanced knowledge is widespread and low-cost labor is readily available, U.S. advantages in the marketplace and in science and engineering have begun to erode.  We want to be able to compete in the world.  Economic growth is driven by technological innovation.  Societies that foster it lead the pack, while others lag behind.  An enlightened citizenry is essential both to support and to engage in new developments in science and engineering.  Insights will be given on how engineering innovations develop and have changed the world, both good and bad and, hopefully, it will be clear that engineering is essential to meet many of the major global challenges of the future.

USNA  246 - Alternative Technologies versus Oil Dependency
MW 3:00 PM – 4:15 PM
Syed Qutubuddin 
The course participants will debate whether emerging energy technologies can reduce the current US dependency on oil by either increasing the supply or decreasing the demand for oil.  Enhanced Oil Recovery (EOR), which increases oil supply, and biofuels technology, which targets oil consumption, will be used as examples of emerging technologies.  For instance, using EOR techniques like carbon dioxide and chemical flooding, more than 200 billion barrels of additional oil can be produced in the US alone!  The students will select and research an alternative technology from topics including renewable resources such as solar and wind energy.  The class will discuss the scientific principles, technical challenges, economic potentials, employment opportunities, environmental concerns, global politics and other issues involved with the selected technologies.  The students will summarize their literature review and critical analysis of the specific topic in a midterm paper and present it to the class.  They will also write a comprehensive final paper incorporating the class discussions.  A final seminar presentation will wrap up the course.

USNA  249 - Restoring the Great Lakes: Opportunities and Challenges 
M W 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM
Glenn Odenbrett
This seminar will focus on the issues and methods of restoring the Great Lakes, with particular emphasis on public action and decision-making processes.  Students will learn about the environmental history of the lakes, as well as current challenges to improving water quality and related aspects of the ecosystem.  Technical experts, field trips, and other informational resources will enable seminar participants to engage in lively debates on the best ways to address those challenges.  Opportunities for observation of and/or direct collaboration with key stakeholders in the restoration process will enhance students' understanding of the processes by which key environmental decisions are made and implemented.

USNA  250 - Assessing Climate Change and Wind Energy
TuTh 2:45PM - 4:00PM
David Matthiesen
	Is the earth getting warmer or colder and if either, are humans to blame?  Can wind energy save humanity from a global meltdown?  How do you begin to answer such questions?  We will discuss and use the tools and techniques required to evaluate scientific debates, especially those that are played out in the public media.  What is hype, how to recognize it and move past it.  What is a secondary source and do you agree with their interpretation.  We will use computer databases to quickly identify primary source material and discuss how to evaluate its content with regard to the focused topics of Climate Change and Wind Energy.
USSO 201 – Society and Technology: How Do They Impact One Another?
TuTh 8:30 AM – 9:45 AM
Christine Hudak
	This course focuses on a systematic analysis of the relationships between society, and the specific institutional elements of technology and technological innovation. It describes the social aspects of computers and related technologies and explores the ways in which these technologies influence and impact organizations and individuals. The course explores the design, use and cultural significance of technologies and uses a historical focus to asses the integration of technology into all aspects of our society. The restructuring of traditional human interaction by information technology will provide a contemporary focus for the course. Offered in a seminar format, the course will provide opportunities for scholarly discussion, systematic inquiry and written communication.

USSO 209 – Face First
MW 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM
Mark Hans
Human beings greet the world face first. In fact, the ability to process facial features seems to be innate. A baby easily recognizes its mother's face yet the most powerful computers have difficulty using facial features to identify people. This is because all human faces are similar while fine details make each face unique. This course will begin by studying the human face as an anatomic construction of hard and soft tissue skeletal components. We will discuss how we use anatomic facial features to recognize individuals. One homework exercise will be to construct faces using an FBI identikit. Each student will create an FBI composite sketch of their own face. Seminar time will then be used to view each sketch and try to match the sketch with the seminar participant. Discussion will focus on how facial anatomy is similar or different. Following this introduction, the seminar will shift focus from anatomy to sociology. We will discuss facial attractiveness and beauty. Seminar topics will also include manipulation of facial appearance i.e., cosmetics, body piercing, veils, and plastic surgery.

USSO 222 – Science and Society Through Literature
MW 3:00 PM – 4:15 PM
Michael Maguire
This course will examine the interaction of scientific investigation and discovery within the context of the society it occurred in. What is the effect of science on society and, as importantly, what is the effect of society on science? An introduction will consider the heliocentric controversy with focus on Galileo. Two broad areas; tuberculosis and the Frankenstein myth, will then be discussed covering the period 1800-present. With tuberculosis, fiction, art and music will be examined to understand the changing views of society towards the disease, how society's perception of tuberculosis victims changed, and how this influenced their treatments and research. With Frankenstein, the original novel in its historical context will be examined.  Using fiction and viewing several films, the transformation of the original story into a myth with different connotations and implications will be discussed.  Most classes will be extensive discussions coupled with student presentations of assigned materials.
USSO 229 – A Study of Power: Criteria Essential to Its Rise and Fall
TuTh 4:30 PM – 5:45 PM
Harvey Salkin
This SAGES seminar will coordinate examinations of major historical events and their influence on the future. Particular emphasis will focus on the development and/or demise of powerful countries and people, and political and religious infrastructures. Sample topics include: the rise and fall of the Roman empire, the Barbarian empires, the British empire, the National Socialists, the Soviet empire, etc. Development and practice of religious behavior from praying to pagan Gods and spiritual Gods may also be analyzed. The idea is to demonstrate the similarities and differences in each of these broad categories as they progressed. An examination of the impact of greater world "enlightenment" as civilization expanded over time is also discussed. The evolvement and eventual demise or change and the continuing impact on contemporary civilization shall be explored. Conclusions shall be used to suggest a model for the future.
USSO 255 – Hinduism
TuTh 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
Deepak Sarma 
This course will provide an introduction to Hindu thought and culture. We will read a wide range of texts and secondary sources. Two readings, the Ramayana and Samskara, will focus on issues of ethics and proper dharma. We will also be watching Deepa Mehta's Fire. There will be a visit to the Shiva-Vishnu Temple in Parma. Heavy emphasis on research and writing.
USSO 260 – Spin, P.R., and America Today
TuTh 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
William Doll
We live today surrounded by spin---corporations don't fire, they downsize; government pronouncements are assumed to be cynically slanted and misleading; even scholarly medical articles are written by public relations (p.r.) flacks.  The guiding principle isn't truth or reality but the right message and staying on it.  How and why has p.r. become such a seemingly potent force in our time?  What does this say about America and its values--about even the meaning of truth?  In this seminar we will explore the role of public relations and image-making, in American society today.  Our objectives are (1) Examine the users of p.r. today in business, politics and popular culture to shape images and define reality; (2) explore the tools used to construct and sell those messages and perceptions and (3) Analyze the values underlying these activities - to the end of deepening our understanding society today.  This seminar explores these issues through reading, both academic and popular writing, discussion, and research.  The writing assignments will be both academic and various forms of media and public relations formats.  We will use class time to discuss and review student writing.
USSO 285A – Ethnicity and Local History
TuTh 1:15 PM – 2:30 PM
Sean Martin
This course will explore the many different kinds of ethnic communities to which we belong. Why have local ethnic groups formed arts and cultural organizations, sports clubs, charities, and other groups which highlight their difference? How have these local groups operated within larger, national ethnic groups and how have they helped us negotiate our identities as citizens, members of religious communities, and/or members of other nations? To what extent have these groups been successful in encouraging future generations to identify with the ethnic group? Our starting point and focus will be an examination of theories of civil society, ethnic identity formation, and nationalism. We will then turn to an examination of the ethnic communities in the Greater Cleveland area. This study of our own local context will then be followed by a consideration of ethnic organizations in other parts of the world. As we consider how ethnic communities have developed and changed throughout history, we will also examine our connections to these communities and, it is hoped, gain a better appreciation for the diversity which surrounds us. Prereq: USFS 100 or equivalent.
USSO 285I – Spectacle in American Culture
MWF 9:30 AM – 10:20 AM
Bernard Jim
	This seminar will examine the topic of spectacle both chronologically and typologically to better understand the power of remarkable visual experiences to awe, entertain, persuade, and create meaning from the colonial period to the present day. In the 17th century, the religious beliefs to the New England community and its need to maintain social cohesiveness gave rise to the spectacle of witch trials and public punishments. As Americans moved westward, the natural world became the focus of the spectacular. In the nineteenth century, the campaigns and debates of presidential candidates became political theater. The latter half of the century gave rise to Consumption as Spectacle as exemplified in the many expositions and World's Fairs. Today, spectacle has reached all facets of our lives. Americans are willing to expose the most intimate details of their personal relationships on television shows like Jerry Springer and The Real World. Although frequently used to maintain power, spectacle also has been employed as a tactic of resistance and as an instrument for creating alternative meaning by subcultures. More recently, spectacle has served as an instrument of terror. Through lectures, discussion, multimedia presentations, and writing assignments, we will have an opportunity to reflect on the many forms and uses of spectacle in American history.


USSO 285Q – Paradigms, Ideologies, and World Views
MWF 2:00 PM – 2:50 PM
Justin Buchler
The purpose of this class is to analyze the different ways in which people view the world, and the consequences of adopting any particular perspective.  Our first primary area of inquiry will be the degree to which the scientific community meets its ideals. We will explore how dominant paradigms develop and slowly change based on sociological and psychological principles that are far from the idealized notion of scientific process.  Then, we will explore modern political ideologies in order to assess how fundamentally different assumptions about how the world works lead to fundamentally different conclusions about ideal policies. We will then discuss the degree to which ordinary citizens follow such ideologies.  As an alternative to an ideological world view, we will then examine the concept from psychology known as the, "schema," and we will discuss how schemata affect political perceptions.  Finally, we will discuss how even so-called experts are subject to errors in judgment based on their assumptions about the world. This is a University Seminar, so the class will also set aside time to discuss writing.  The schedule has several sessions set aside for writing instruction (labeled, writing day or, writing week).  On these days, class will be led jointly by the professor and the writing liaison to discuss writing technique.  For most of these sessions, you will be asked to participate in a writing exercise, to be discussed immediately afterwards.  For some sessions you will be asked to bring in outlines, thesis statements, sample paragraphs, or other preparation work for course assignments.  You will be informed the week prior when you will need to bring such a sample to the writing session.
USSO 285Y- Quest for Perfection: Law as a Vehicle for Social Improvement
TTH 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
Barbara Leukart
Americans have always sought "fairness" and justice in a world that, very often, seems fundamentally unjust.  Increasingly, we rely on courts and statutes to "fix" identified social problems and to achieve a more just society.  This course will examine our reliance on law to improve human behavior and to achieve social goals.  Can statures and lawyers lead the way to a better world?  What are the limits (if any) of our ability to improve society by passing new laws and mandates?  Are there unforeseen, negative consequences that arise from our legal efforts to improve public and personal behavior?  This course will examine those questions in the context of selected social issues.
USSO 286J – Women’s Education at CWRU: The Flora Stone Mather Oral History Project 
TuTh 1:15 PM – 2:30 PM
Gladys Haddad
This seminar will offer a discussion-based exploration of the history of women's education in America.  Much of the discussion will focus on the emergence of coordinate colleges, including the College for Women (later renamed Flora Stone Mather College) at Western Reserve University.  The seminar will also give students an opportunity to contribute to the historical literature by conducting interviews with Flora Stone Mather alumnae.  Students will be instructed in the basic principles and techniques of oral history and engage in the creation of primary source materials--tapes and transcriptions--essential for historical documentation.  They will then reflect on the relationship between the stories they have collected and the present-day educational experiences of women at Case Western Reserve University.
USSO  286L - Exploring Non-Profit Organizations
MW 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM
Barbara Clemenson
	Whether you serve on a nonprofit Board, work in a nonprofit organization, or are a nonprofit client, this course will provide you with an overview of nonprofit organizations and help you answer these questions: What are nonprofit organizations and why are they important in our society?  How are nonprofits organized and regulated?  What is the role of the organizations' mission, and how can we determine if organizations are successful in fulfilling their mission?  How are nonprofits funded?  How can we determine if nonprofit organizations are financially stable and sustainable?  How can we be involved in nonprofit organization?
USSO  286M - Hip-Hop Narrative in Film
TuTh 6:00 PM – 7:15 PM
Jimi Izrael  
	This seminar explores films of the Hip-Hop Generation and, by presenting certain films in chronological order, draws out the common threads.  Hip-Hop culture is a conversation, an argument between the have-nots and the rest of us.  The goals and objectives of that conversation have evolved and changed in timbre and urgency.  Tracking that dialog through the late 60s, the post-civil rights era, the emergence of the b-boy, Reaganomics, and the rise of the new Black middle class helps us to get a better look at where it is and where it's going.  By isolating the stories told by filmmakers within a certain period and then analyzing their place in the larger Hip-Hop narrative, the instructor and the students can infer truths about the politics and zeitgeist of the times in which the film works were conceived.  This course will consist of lots of film, yes, but also lots of reading and writing.  Upon successful completion, the student should be able to recognize and define the Hip-Hop narrative in popular cinema, focus critical thinking skills, pull the narrative from certain films and discuss it, note and discuss the visual aesthetic and how it impacts the story, and discuss the marketing, packaging, and cultural impact of the Hip-Hop narrative.

USSO 286N - Spoliation and its Aftermath: Nazi Art Theft and the Current Climate of Reclamation and Restitution
MW 9:00 AM – 10:15 AM
Michael Weil
During World War II the German government perpetrated one of the most egregious and extensive art thefts in the history of human kind.  The Nazi party's desire to gain control of Europe involved their prolific confiscation of the great art treasures of European public and private collections, particularly those belonging to European Jews.  This seminar will explore the Nazi's deliberate war looting campaign, its aftermath, and the current issues surrounding the reclamation of stolen works and the restitution claims yet to be settled.


USSO 286O - Place, Religion, and Public Life
MW 4:00 PM – 5:15 PM
Nicolas Howe
What is the place of religion in everyday life?  How do people contend with conflicting beliefs about the proper relationship between religion, politics, and personal conduct?  How do they decide which kinds of religious behavior belong in public and which belong in private?  How do they decide what counts as a "private" or "public" place to begin with?  Where does religion belong?  In this seminar, students will explore these questions at a range of scales, from the local to the global.  They will ask how secular and religious thought interact to shape social life in a range of material and virtual spaces, from Case to Facebook.  In so doing, they will learn to approach the religious/secular divide from a broadly ethnographic perspective.  Focusing mostly on the United States but also considering case studies from other parts of the globe, students will examine how diverse groups practice their faiths, express their beliefs, and contend with secular institutions and expectations in everyday life.  Coursework will include trips to local neighborhoods and institutions, readings from a broad range of fields in the social sciences and humanities, and a fieldwork-based research paper.


USSY 241 – Birth of the Modern: 1905-1925
TuTh 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
Daniel Melnick
“The Birth of the Modern: 1905-1925" will attempt to answer the question "What is the modern?" by exploring some of the breakthrough works of literature, music, art, and scientific theory in the first decades of the twentieth century. We will study what characterizes the new modes of thinking or "language" of modernity, developed in experimental work across the arts, the sciences, and the social sciences. We will be examining some of the major manifestos of and statements about the nature of Modernism in order to see how they illuminate, for example, a novel by James Joyce or a painting by Picasso, a composition by Stravinsky, a scientific theory of Einstein's, or a psychological theory of Freud's. At the conclusion of the seminar, students will present their findings and write a research paper about "the modern" as it relates to a field of particular interest to them. 
USSY  250 - Medical Narratives
TuThu 1:15 PM – 2:30 PM
Athena Vrettos
This course examines the relationship between medicine and narrative by exploring the representational structures and narrative conventions that have been used to understand and communicate the experience of illness, to tell stories about the human body, and to diagnose and treat disease. The course focuses on literary texts (including novels, plays, short stories and memoirs) written by doctors, patients, nurses and creative writers, as well as on medical case histories from different cultures and historical periods. It examines such topics as the uses of narrative in medical practice; the uses of metaphor in conceptualizing and representing disease; the ethical dilemmas posed by medical research and practice; the therapeutic value of narrative; the structural similarities (and historical links) between detective fiction and medical case histories; the imaginative function of illness in literature; the cultural myths and iconography of disease in different historical periods; the representation of physical and mental illness and the human body in language and art, and cultural responses to major health crises such as bubonic plague, syphilis, and AIDS.
USSY  273 - Intellectual Property: Pirates and Profiteers
TuTh 10:00 AM – 11:15 AM
Martha Woodmansee
	We take it for granted that our cars and camels are our "property" but what about intangible objects like poems or songs on CDs?  In this seminar we will examine the development of this relatively recent form of property through the lens of piracy.  We will begin with piracy on the high seas.  Through analysis of historical, literary, and cinematic representations of piratical activity in the early modern era we will develop a critical methodology to aid us when we turn our attention to the newer "intellectual" property.  Intellectual property is rapidly becoming the linchpin of the burgeoning global "information economy," and the U.S. is among its staunchest and most powerful enforcers.  Yet only a century ago the U.S. was itself a pirate nation.  After examining this piratical moment in the history of intellectual property we will turn for comparison to a selection of present-day transgressions--from peer-to-peer file sharing, to Asian software and CD/DVD bootlegging, and South American patent busting. Our aim will be to develop an informed position in the current public debate about the legitimacy and limits of private ownership of ideas in our globalizing information economy.
USSY 279 – Navigating Contemporary Art
MW 4:00 PM – 5:15 PM
Kristin Rogers
Art has always had a shifting, complicated relationship to the general public.  In today's world, contemporary art is sometimes regarded as a detached, self-reflexive, and elite mystery reserved for in-the-know connoisseurs and aspiring scene-makers.  Yet there are many points of entry for meaningful dialogue about the art, the artists, and the audience that comprise the world of contemporary art.  This seminar will explore the critical and cultural contexts that can help foster this conversation.  It will include visits to local museums, galleries, and artists' studios, and culminate in a tour of the Progressive Art Collection.  The goal of the seminar is to inspire a genuine interest in contemporary art and provide students with the tools required to think, speak, and write more clearly about it.

USSY 280 – Passport to Eastern Europe 
MW  3:00 PM – 4:15 PM
Narcisz Fejes
Images and texts shape rather than merely reflect the world and its geopolitical structures.  Novels, films, and myths make significant contributions to the varied ways that people make sense of continents, nations, and other (often too conveniently used) geopolitical categories such and the East and West.  After considering the ways in which the European continent has been imagined over the centuries, we will explore texts and films that have contributed to the invention of East Central Europe and the Balkans and continue to shape our understanding of the eastern parts of Europe.  The class will include analyses of current news coverage of this area to unpack representations disseminated by the media and to reflect on the forces that aim to shape our understanding of geopolitical entities.  Ultimately, the course hopes to address geopolitical assumptions, evaluate cultural contexts, and help you think critically about the constructed nature of geopolitical categories.
USSY  285N -The American Dream: Real and Imagined
TuTh 2:45 PM – 4:00 PM
Carolyn Leitman
What is meant when we or our leaders talk about "the American dream"?  Is it a political cliché, a myth, or something fundamental to our national ethos?  In this seminar students will explore what is meant by "the American dream."  We will pose the questions: how it has been defined by artists, writers, political leaders, immigrants and the native-born; how it has changed over time; and to what extent the dream is real and/or imagined?
USSY 285Q – The Documentary Impulse
Tu  4:30 PM – 6:15 PM, Th 4:30 PM – 5:45 PM 
Raymond Watkins 
The course is structured around a historical overview of documentary film from 1920 to the present.  We begin with Robert Flaherty's “Nanook of the North” (1922) and focus on a different documentary style each week, from the city symphony films of the late 20s and early 30s (Jean Vigo, “On the Subject of Nice,” 1930) to avant-garde experiment (Dziga Vertov, “The Man with a Movie Camera,” 1929), to cinema verite (Rouch and Marin, “Confessions of a Summer,” 1955) and its effects on the French New Wave (Jean-Luc Godard, “Breathless,” 1959).  Other style will include Direct Cinema (Drew and Pennebaker, “Primary,” 1960), the improvisational style of John Cassavetes, the use of time-lapse photography (Reggio, “Koyaanisqatsi,” 1982), and, finally the mocumentary (“Bob Roberts,” 1992).  The course will emphasize the importance of ideology, bias, and efforts to capture the "real" through the work of Leni Riefenstahl (“Triumph of the Will,” 1935), and 1970's examples of Third Cinema in Cuba, Brazil, and Argentina.  Each student in “The Documentary Impulse” will be required to create on five-minute video using a particular documentary mode examined in class, paying attention to ideology, narrative structure, transitions, sounds, and video editing techniques.  The final project will use either found stills, or newly shot filmed images, and will include a sound track either from the Freedman Center's archives, or of the student's own creation.  Equal time will be devoted to written assignments that analyze the documentary style of particular films.  The first half of the course will include a weekly film screening in KSL; after midterms, the location will alternate with the Freedman Center, where students will spend time creating and editing video projects.
USSY  286G – Jazz Music, Jazz History
MW 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM
Nora Morrison
This course looks at jazz as performed music, as cultural expression, and historically contextualized art and commercial form.  We will look at jazz throughout its century-long existence.  We will consider the turn-of-the-twentieth-century ragtime of Scott Joplin; the blues inflected music of W.C. Handy and Bessie Smith; the rise of New Orleans jazz and its many great performers; the development of the big band styles of Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, and all-girls bands; the serious turn to bebop by Miles Davis, Charlie Parker, and Dizzy Gillespie; the divergence of abstracted art jazz from more popular styles influenced by soul, rock, and Gospel; the canonization of jazz as an art form; and new developments in jazz and improvisation in the twenty-first century.  The course will be interdisciplinary, combining study of musical pieces with deep historical contextualization. 
USSY  286H - Voice, Metaphor, and Meaning
MW 2:00 PM – 3:15 PM
Shanna McGee
In this course, the students will explore the concept of "voice" in its many variants.  "Voice" can be defined as the physical act of speaking and being heard, the "voice" of a writer, the "voice" of artistic expression, and the "voice" of American culture from the perspective of other cultures.  The class will be engaging in seminar discussion of personal voice/the voices of others using Carol Gilligan's in a Different Voice, sections from Patsy Rodenberg's The Right to Speak, and a mediated discussion of the video The Color of Fear (a video that explores racism and the ability to hear others' stories).  They will engage in discussion of "the writer's voice" using Jonathan Safron Foer's Everything is Illuminated.  The course will utilize the Cleveland Museum of Art to discuss the "voice" an artist unlocks with their artistic expressions.  The class will engage in a cooperative learning project to explore "America's cultural voice" as it is perceived by other cultures.
USSY  286I - Identity and Children's Literature
MW 9:00 AM – 10:15 AM
Colette Epple
	Only within recent decades has scholarship begun to look carefully at the genre of children's literature, particularly its employment of theme and image to construct identity.  In this course, we will grapple with questions of identity through various works from different historical periods.  Our exploration will focus on four realms of identity: national, gender, religious, and racial.  In each case, we will consider how children's literature inculcates---and sometimes subverts---cultural and ideological norms.  We will also examine the ways in which this literature anticipates issues of identity we all face in adulthood.  Primary readings include Frances Hodgson Burnett's "The Secret Garden", excerpts from works by A.A. Milne, Rudyard Kipling, and C.S. Lewis, and J.K. Rowling's "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire."
USSY  286J - Creativity and Constraint
TuTh 6:00PM – 7:15 PM
Carter Edman
The purpose of this course is to explore creative problem-solving as it relates to different disciplines and types of problems and to encourage a passion for finding best solutions, not merely obvious ones.  We will use and evaluate case studies of real-world projects and complex decisions, readings about creativity, firsthand accounts from creative professionals, and in-class exercises to hone strategic thinking skills.  The seminar is specifically concerned with how constraints--ranging from budgets and schedules to the laws of physics--can encourage, rather than inhibit, creative solutions.  But we will also consider general questions about the process and psychology of problem-solving.  Areas of investigation will include steps in establishing problem scope and defining and recognizing successful solutions; the dynamics of group versus individual problem-solving; and strategies for communicating complex ideas to teammates and leading the creative process.  Students will be expected to participate actively in shaping class discussions and activities.

USSY  286L - American Music Masters: The Roots of Rock and Roll
TuTh 4:30 PM – 5:45 PM
Mary Davis
	A seminar exploring the roots of rock and roll history in conjunction with the annual American Music Masters Series, a co-production of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum and CWRU.  Each year American Music Masters celebrates the life and career of an artist who changed the shape and sound of American culture in a week-long celebration involving concerts, conferences, symposia and masterclasses.  The course explores the annual honoree in the context of previous artists honored in the series, providing students with a history of rock and roll's roots in blues, country music, rhythm and blues, and gospel.  The course emphasizes experiential learning, providing students with a hands-on opportunity to be part of the American Music Masters program.  Students will conduct research in popular music studies, drawing on original materials in the Rock Hall's Library and Archives.  They will present their work publicly on the American Music Masters web site and at CWRU's Rock and Roll Retrospective during AMM.

USSY    286M - Electro Pop: The History of Popular Electronic Music 
WF 4:00 PM – 6:30 PM  
(The class will regularly meet WF 4:00 PM -5:15 PM but every other week will meet F 4:00 PM -6:30 PM)
Jason Hanley 
This course will examine the emergence of synthesizers and recording technology in the 1960s and their prevalence in popular music.  Until the 1970s, the synthesizer was used mainly as an experimental musical tool within the world of art music.  During the 1980s, mainstream artists embraced the synthesizer as the central instrument in popular music.  Inspired by the possibilities of electronic sound, a new wave of artists emerged on the heels of the punk revolution.  These artists created a new musical language combining punk's creative immediacy with pop song structures.  The course begins with a brief overview of the use of electronics within the modernist compositions of Karlheinz Stockhausen and Pierre Schaeffer, and traces the movement of these musical ideas into the popular music avant-garde of bands such as Can and Cabaret Voltaire.  Using Giorgio Moroder's production of the Donna Summer classic "I Feel Love" as the tipping point, the majority of the class will focus on the emergence of musical style Synth Pop and examine artists such as Kraftwerk, Depeche Mode, the Human League, Book of Love, and New Order.  We'll finish with an exploration of the genre's influence today and study its development into a number of new genres such as House, Ambient, and Techno.  Beyond historical considerations of the music and technology, students will be asked to become practitioners of popular electronic music and complete short musical experiments and songs using current music technology such as the Reason and Rebirth software packages and the Music Department's technology lab.  The seminar will feature New York City-based guest artist Ted Ottaviano (Book of Love), who will co-teach the course.

USSY  286O - 
American Environmentalism and the Search for Self-Perfection
M W 12:30 PM – 1:45 PM
Nicolas Howe
				Perfect bodies, perfect souls, perfect places; time and again, Americans have sought the harmonious fusion of these ideals.  The dream of natural perfection has driven wildly disparate projects, from utopian social experiments to cynical marketing ploys, from the wilderness preservation movement to the invention of breakfast cereal.  Yet behind all of these projects has been a consistent set of images of and stories about the relationship between humans and the natural environment, images and stories with deep roots in Western religious and social thought.  Beginning with the text that has loomed over every environmental perfectionist of the 20th and 21st centuries, Thoreau's Walden, this course will explore the ethical, political, and cultural implications of the quest for this irresistible ideal, following perfectionism down the multiple and often divergent paths of modern American environmental thought.  Topics will include communes and other intentional communities, health food, "New Age" religions, and the outdoors industry.  Combining approaches from the humanities and social sciences, the class will tackle scholarly works, films, and works of fiction, culminating with a major research paper. 
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