



Case looks to tap into 'global village' for new Ethnic Studies Program 

Friday, October 08, 2004 

Scholarly interest in the region's ethnic history has always been slight, even in a city built by immigrants. But the ivory tower may finally be noticing the global village below. 

This fall, Case Western Reserve University launched its first Ethnic Studies Program, aiming to explore the role of cultures in the rise of diverse metro areas - like ours. 

The logical idea sprang not from the administration but from a recent hire from Africa. Gilbert Doho arrived from Cameroon four years ago on a Fulbright scholarship and said he was struck by the cultural diversity all around campus. 

"Within Cleveland, you have already the illustration of the global village," said Doho, a professor of French and a playwright in three languages. "When I see all these communities, I say, 'Wow, these are resources that our students must use.' " 

He is now director of a limited nine-course program. Anyone hoping to learn about the great European immigrant waves that shaped Cleveland or glean insight into the region's rising ethnic groups will be disappointed. 

With limited money and no new staff, Doho could tap only the talent already on campus. So the program offers introduction to Chicano literature, even though most local Latinos hail from Puerto Rico, not Mexico. 

"We have to start with what we have," said Doho, adding that he hopes eventually to make a classroom of the city. He envisions students of medicine and law doing field work in Cleveland's immigrant communities and leaving college "prepared to understand the world." 

You'll find the program at www.case.edu/ artsci/ethnic. 

Say it ain't so: 

East Cleveland may have lost a mayor, but the region's African im migrant community lost a hero when Mayor Emmanuel Onunwor was convicted Aug. 30 of taking bribes in office. 

Onunwor, a Nigerian immigrant, became America's first black, African-born mayor when he was elected in 1997. He was a pillar of the growing African community, which suffers his disgrace. 

"He was one of us, and we shared pride in his achievements," said Albert Nnewihe, president of the Nigerian Community of Greater Cleveland. "What happened, it's a blow." 

Blacks and regionalism: 

Regional government means different things in different places. But what does it mean to black communities? The Presidents Council of Cleveland, a group of black business owners, hopes to find out. 

It will commission a study of regional strategies and their impact on black families. Council President Lonnie Coleman said such information is needed to foster a civic discussion. 

The Cleveland Foundation agrees. It recently awarded the council $450,000 to pay for a nationwide study that may be the first of its kind. 

"I don't think we can go forward with regionalism without the black community aboard," said foundation President Ronn Richard. "They have to know what's in it for them." 
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