
	English 379/479: The Teaching of ESL Writing

Dr. Jessica Eve Gerard
Office: Guilford 311

Email: jessica.gerard@case.edu

Class Time/Location: MWF 3:00-3:50 Clark 110
Office Hours: TBA


Course Description & Objectives

 
This course will explore theoretical and practical issues related to working with writers who have learned English as a second (or third or fourth) language.


The course will introduce major scholarship in the area of second language acquisition and writing pedagogy with the goal of informing students’ professional and scholarly interests, including peer tutoring, working with multilingual and multicultural writers in secondary and tertiary educational settings, and the study of language and cognition. The following questions will be addressed: What is the nature of the second language acquisition process, and how does an understanding of this process provide practical guidelines for working with ESL writers? What are the most common grammatical errors produced by learners of English, and how do we help learners address these errors? What do these errors tell us about the language acquisition process?  What sorts of culturally defined writing behaviors do language learners bring to the composing and learning process, and what are the implications for the teaching of writing? 


Students will demonstrate their understanding of course material through various means, including class discussion, in-class examinations, written assignments, the assessment and analysis of ESL writing samples, and a portfolio in which they relate theoretical knowledge to various practical activities. 

Course Materials

Required

· Leki, I. (1992). Understanding ESL Writers: A Guide for Teachers. Boynton (L)
· Bruce, S., & Raforth, B. (Eds.) (2004). ESL Writers: A Guide for Writing Center Tutors. Portsmouth: Heinemann. (B &R)
· Other readings for the course will be posted to Blackboard http://blackboard.case.edu/

Recommended Additional Text:

· Lane, J., & Lange, E. (1999). Writing Clearly: An Editing Guide. Heinle & Heinle. (L&L)

Grading and course assignments

The grade that you will receive for this course will be broken down as follows: 

Assignment 1: Literacy Biography………………………………………    5 pts.

Assignment 2: Tutoring Session Reflection ..……………………….   5 pts.

Assignment 3:  Responding to ESL Text………….………………….   10 pts.

Exam: Pedagogical Grammar......................................................  20 pts.

Assignment 4: ESL Curriculum at CWRU…………………………..  10 pts.

Reflective Portfolio……………………………………………………………   20 pts.

Final Exam……………………………………………………………………….   10 pts.
Participation 

Blog Posts……………………………………………………………..   10 pts.


Presentations ………………………………………………………..    5 pts.


Other Class Participation/Discussion………………………    5 pts.

All assignments will be discussed in class.

Please keep an electronic and/or paper copy of all work that you complete during the semester.
  Course Policies

Academic Integrity 


 The ethical exchange of ideas is at the heart of academic inquiry.  Such exchanges require that proper credit is given to those whose ideas have influenced our own—failing to do so constitutes plagiarism (the unacknowledged use of another’s words and/or ideas).  A variety of online reference manuals will aid you in proper citation methods, and Case’s Academic Integrity policy is available online (http://studentaffairs.case.edu/groups/aiboard/policy.html).   

Time Protocol & Attendance 


 I expect that you will arrive on time and that you will be prepared for each class session.  In return, I will make every effort to do the same, to end classes on time, and to provide you with timely feedback on the work you produce for this course.  Please note that I do not accept late work without prior arrangement; arranged lateness will be factored into the project’s final grade.   Because this is a seminar, it is extremely  important that each of us is in attendance and prepared to discuss the topics for every class session.   Missing sessions will negatively impact your ability to succeed in this course; excessive absences (more than 4) may result in your failure of the course.
Office Hours & Additional Support  


During the semester, I am happy to meet (in office hours or by appointment) with any and all students enrolled in this course.  If you have a learning or other disability, I would like to meet with you early in the semester to discuss appropriate accommodations.  For more information about services for students with disabilities, or to register with the Coordinator of Disability Resources, please call 368-5230. 

Comments, Concerns & Emergencies

Should some unforeseen event occur that affects your ability to complete the work for this course, please contact me as soon as possible so that we can find a mutually agreeable solution.  If you have comments and/or concerns about what is happening in class, come talk to me during office hours or make an appointment to see me. 

Contacting the Professor


I will do my best to respond to emails within 24 hours (on the weekends, 48 hours;      

     on holidays, 72 hours or more). Please also attempt to contact fellow classmates for     

     class-related information. 

Course Schedule

· Reading & discussion assignments are due on the day that they are listed.

· Unless otherwise noted, assignments are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are listed.

· You must have access to the readings we are discussing during each session. Bring textbooks and printed copies to class.
Please note that this schedule is subject to change; all changes will be announced in class. Bring your syllabus to class each day to note changes.
	DATE
	CLASS TOPICS
	
	

	
	Week1
	Foundations
	Readings Due

	 1/12
	Course Overview


	 
	 

	1/14
	Our Multilingual,

Multicultural Students


	
	B&R, Chap. 15
Students Share Their Experiences



	1/16
	Our Multilingual,

 Multicultural Students


	 
	B & R, Chap. 1
Insights into Cultural Divides
Leki, Chaps 4 & 5

Characteristics, Expectations, and Classroom Behaviors


	
	Week 2
	Background
	

	1/19
	
	Martin Luther King Day: No Class

	

	1/21
 
	ESL and NS Writing Instruction: Theoretical Frameworks I
	  
	Leki, Intro, Chap. 1

A History of Writing Instruction  
B&R, Chap. 13

Writing in Higher Education Abroad



	1/23
	 
	 
	Flaitz (BB)

Chinese and Korean Cultural Profiles

Scarcella (BB)

Providing Culturally Appropriate Feedback



	
	Week 3
	Working Individually With L2 Writers and L2 Text
	

	 1/26
	Working Individually With L2 Writers and L2 Text
	
	B&R Chap. 3

Starting Sessions

B&R Chap. 4
Reading L2 Text


	1/28
 
	Working Individually With L2 Writers and L2 Text 
	
	B&R Chap. 5

Avoiding Appropriation

B&R, Chap 6
Helping Writers Clarify Meaning

	1/30
	 Introduction to L2 Acquisition
	
	B&R, Chap. 2

Models of L2 Acquisition



	
	Week 4
	ESL Writing: Text, Process, and Interaction
	

	2/2
 
	Writing Behaviors
	Assignment 1 Due (Literacy Biography)
	

	2/4
	L2 Composing


	
	Leki, Chap. 7

L2 Composing

Leki, Chap. 6
Writing Behaviors


	2/6
	Linguistic Foundations: Basic Grammatical Characteristics of English
	
	B&R, Chap. 14
Trying to Explain English



	
	Week 5
	Introduction to Pedagogical Grammar
	

	2/9
 
	 
	
	B&R Chap. 8 

Editing Line by Line


	2/11
 
	
	
	  

	2/13
	Providing Feedback on Vocabulary
	
	

	
	Week 6
	 Second Language Acquisition and L2 Writing
	

	2/16
	
	
	Freeman (BB)

What do We Acquire When We Acquire a Language?

Leki, Chap. 2

Second Language Acquisition

Leki, Chap. 9 (pp. 105-112)



	2/18
	
	
	Carson (BB)

Writing and Second Language Acquisition

Spada and Lightbown, Chap. 7 (BB) 



	2/20


	
	Assignment 2 Due: Tutoring Reflection  

	

	
	Week 7
	Organization/ Contrastive Rhetoric
	

	2/23
	Contrastive Rhetoric

	
	R&B, Chap. 7

Looking at the Whole Text



	2/25
	Contrastive  Rhetoric

	
	Leki, Chapter 8

Contrastive Rhetoric
Oshima & Hogue, Chap 3 (BB)

Supporting Details: Facts, Opinions, and Statistics

	2/27
	From Paragraph to Essay
	
	Oshima & Hogue, Chaps 1,2,&4 (BB)



	
	Week 8
	The L2 Writing Course
	

	3/2
	Rubrics and Grading


	
	Leki, Chap. 10

Responding to ESL Papers

	 3/4
	
	
	

	 3/6
	
	 
	

	
	Week 9
	SPRING BREAK
	

	3/9
	
	Relax
	

	3/11
 
	 
	Relax
	

	3/13


	
	Relax
	

	
	Week 10
	Pedagogical Grammar
	

	 3/16
 
	
	
	 

	 3/18


	 
	
	

	3/20


	
	
	Hinkel (BB)

Sentences, Phrases, and Text Construction

	
	Week 11
	Pedagogical Grammar 
	

	3/23
	
	
	Leki, Chap. 9 (pp. 112-121)

Common Error Types


	3/25
	
	
	Ferris & Hedgecock, Chap. 7 (BB)

Grammar and Editing in the Composition Class 

	3/27
	
	
	Meyers (BB) 

Re-assessing the Proofreading Trap 


	
	Week 12
	Pedagogical Grammar
	

	3/30
	
	Assignment 3 Due- Response to ESL Text

	

	4/1


	
	Presentations: L1 Transfer Issues 
	Swan (BB)

	4/3
	
	

	

	
	Week 13
	 Social Issues in L2 Writing Instruction
	

	 4/6

	 
	EXAM: Pedagogical Grammar 
	

	 4/8
	
	
	Matsuda (BB) 

The Myth of Linguistic Homogeneity 



	4/10
	 
	
	

	
	Week 14
	
	

	4/13

	
	Assignment #4 Due 

(ESL Curriculum at Case Western University)
	

	4/15
	 
	
	

	4/17


	
	
	

	
	Week 15
	
	

	4/22

	 
	Portfolios Due

In-Class Presentations


	

	4/24

	
	Portfolios Due

In Class Presentations
	

	4/27
 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	 TBA
	 
	Final Exam
	


1

