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PREFACE 

The papers published in t h i s  issue of 5CE Reports 
will be discussed a t  the  IILB Conventiod in New York, in  
session 145 110:lS-11:30 A,!. , Hilton, Room 524-261. As 
Mallace Hartin, the guest edi tor  for  t h i s  issue and 
aoderator for  the HLA session observes, these a re  not 
obvious papers, whether taken singly or a s  a set .  I 
hope that  t h i s  issue a r r ives  i n  time for these papers 
t o  be read prior  t o  the aeeting s ince i t  was, a s  with 
other SCE prograas, our primary concern t o  locate  i r -  
portant issues and c rea te  an occasion t o  discuss them. 

If you uish t o  respond t o  these papers, or to  
the HLA session, please do so by writing t o  the address 
printed on the inside front  couer. We hope t o  publish 
the next issue of SCE Reports by ear ly s u a ~ e r ,  so 
responses t o  these papers should be sent by Hay l i t .  

You will find in  t h i s  package a copy of 
SCE Reports 19, labelled, with good intentions, 
"Suamer,l981.' I t  i s  being ra i l ed  now part ly  for 
economic reasons, but I cannot b la re  i t  a l l  on the 
cost of postage. 

SCE R E P O R T S  

I O f  special in te res t  to  SCE members: 

#Nowinations a r e  now being accepted for the board of 
I 

directors .  Three d i rec tors  n i l 1  be elected t o  serve 
fo r  f i v e  year terms. Nomination forss  and information 

I 

about the elect ion procedures will be mailed i n  
January. 

lThe annual business ~ e e t i n g  of the Society wil l  be 
held in  New York on Tuesday, Deceaber 29,  1981, 5 1 5 -  
6:30  PI$ Clinton roo@, Hilton Hotel. Please come t o  
t h i s  neeting if you can. We have a nuaber of important 
a a t t e r s  t o  discuss concerning future projects and 
plans fo r  the Society. 

Leroy Searle 
Secretary, SCE 



SCE R E P O R T S  - -- 

FOREWORD 

Since t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Barthes ' "From Work 
[oeuvre] t o  Text" t e n  y e a r s  ago, t h e  l a t t e r  word has  
a l l  but rep laced  t h e  former i n  discussions of l i t e r a -  
tu re .  Tile seven p r o p o s i t i o n s  p r e s e r i ~ e d  i n  t h a t  essay  
now appear  t o  be t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  words on t h e  sub- 
j e c t .  The t e x t  a s  i r r e d u c i b l y  p l u r a l ;   he t e x t  a s  
i n t e r t e x t u a l  ; above a l l ,  t h e  t e x t  a s  "dxperieaced 
only i n  a n  a c t i v i t y  o f  production"--if \to have n o t  
gone beyond Bar thes ,  i t  is because i~ J.L d i f f i c u l t  
t o  hnagine how we could do so .  €le concluded by say- 
ltlg t h a l  " t h e  theory o f  t h e  t e x t  can coi l ic ide on ly  
wr#Oi d p r a c t i c e  of  w r i t i n g , "  and he has  proved pro- 
p~ ... t i c ,  even i f  t h e  w r i t i n g  i n  which the word " tex t"  
id used o f t e n  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be a thepry of something 
o l h e r  than t e x t u a l i t y .  

To s o l i c i t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  " the  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  
text ' '  is thus  t o  c r e a t e  a s i t u a t i o n  i n  wl~ ich  no 
Lheore t ica l  Focus is  l i k e l y  t o  emerge. By a l l u d i n g  
t o  ~ r e u d ' s  " re tu rn  of  t h e  represset l ,"  ti le t i t l e  
i n v i t e s  r h e  f u r t h e r  d i s t o r t i o n s  c h a r a ~ t e r i s t i c  of  
the  unconscious, and the  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  fol lowing 
papers  d u t i f u l l y  urtleashed t h e i r  f a n t a s i e s  by play- 
i n g  every  p o s s i b l e  cha~ige  on LIte meaning of the  word 
" re turn ."  tieterogenrous a s  they a r e ,  these  papers  
cancot  t s c a p e  tire c o a d i t i o n s  o f  t e x t u a l i t y  i t s e l f - -  
one o f  which is, a s  Michel P i e r s s e ~ i s  reminds us ,  
t h a t  "it is always p o s s i b l e  t o  go from one t e x t  t o  
any o t h e r ,  however a r b i t r a r y  t h e  clloice." I n  t h e  
hope of  encouraging p a r t i c i p a t i o n  when t h e s e  papers  
a r e  d i scussed  i n  New York, I would sugges t  t h a t  
d e s p i t e  appearances,  they do i n ~ e r s e c t  i n  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  ways. I n s t a n c e s :  

SCE R E P O R T S  

1. Conjunct ions o f  American and C o n t i n e n t a l  
thought. ~ e r r i d a '  s "Economimesis ," which prov:des 
p a r t  o f  t h e  framework o f  Cynthia Chase's paper, h a s  
j u s t  appeared i n  Engl i sh  ( D i a c r i t i c s ,  Summer, 1981); 
Kurt Heinzelman's The Economics of  the  Imaginat ion 
appeared l a s t  year .  The q u e s t i o n  of  how t h e  l i t e r a r y /  
a e s t h e t i c  "work," i n  t h e  Kantian t r a d i t i o n ,  s e t  
i t s e l f  o f f  from t h e  working world of  t e x t u a l i t y  and 
mundane exchange is thematized by both, though they 
s h a r e  no o s t e n s i b l e  frame of  re fe rence .  American 

c r i t i c s ,  caught  up i n  t h e  cur rency  of  imported theory 
o r  d i s c o u n t i n g  i t  o u t  o f  hand, have f a i l e d  t o  n o t e  
t h a t  n a t i v e  s t r a i n s  of thought concern t h e  same 
mat te r s .  A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  appears  i n  philosophy 
(when, f o r  example, Der r ida  and Anglo-American phi- 
losophers  emphasize t h e  same a s p e c t s  o f  P l a t o ,  and 
Cave11 and Rorty t r e a t  themes t h a t  Cont inen ta l  
t h i n k e r s  would f i n d  congenia l ) .  Advocates of Anglo- 
American methodologies may f i n d  ( t h e  Frenchman) 
P i e r s s e n s '  empl~as i s  on "epis temological  account- 
a b i l i t y "  w r e  t o  t h e i r  l i k i n g  than ( t h e  American) 
Chase's e x o r b i t a n t  read ing  of Baude la i re  as nauseated 
by Rousseau. For  any open-minded reader ,  t h e  problem 
is l e s s  one o f  choosing whicli c r i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  t o  
fol low than o f  no t ing  how tiley a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d ,  and 
wi~a t  l i n e s  o f  thougilt they sugges t  t h a t  a r e  worth 
p u r s u i  ng. 

2. Economirs otrd psyc\ \oanalysis :  m s L e r  
discou;se*, or  3 i t e r  R L  y c o n ~ t r u c t s ?  The* "return" of 
t h e  I r x t  i~~c ,xornbly  lends  ~ . i  t o  thca econoluic dimcn- 
3 iorl o f  rreutl' .- mt~tapsycl,olrgy, a r~d  to tile exigenr  Lr,? 
of l a b o ~ ,  proc:ustiori, and c.tcl~.irtge a s  w e  have con- 
s(, ious ly  o r  uc:cnr~sciously ui~t lc~rstood tllein i n  Llie 
rpocll o f  c r p i  ~ a l i s n ~ .  As llr inzelman has showll with 
cclspec r t o  onorujcs, and a s  we have o f t e n  been 
cr~rlce- I\ 1:11; pqycht~.-~lcil y s i s ,  t h e  use  of t h e s e  d i s c i -  
pl lnc,,: 1 I. t r-st-ual trtialysis soon r a i s e s  t h e  quest  iot! 

o €  w11o.c~~ ~ ~ s t . u r s  i v e  formation w i l l  be mas te r .  'l'o 
staLe t l r * ~  rluestiurl i n  P i e r s s e n s '  form: what e n t i t l e s  


















































































