(Onstitutional (Jssues

in the

(PUBLISHED BY

600‘67‘))[(\

& o)
&
D]

S 1

)
CAL exc™

1986




INSTITUTTONAL ISSUES IN THE HUMANITIES

EDITORS
Leslie Epstein
Kim Gannon

PREFACE
Stephen M. Day, Dean of the College of Arts and Science 5
INTRODUCTION 7

Kim Gannon

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: RESULTS OF THE PRELIMINARY SURVEY 8
James Sosnoski

WINSTITUTIONAL ISSUES IN THE HUMANITIES": DISCUSSION 16

INTRODUCTION OF RALPH CCHEN 54
Edward Tomarken

56
Ralph Cohen



INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES IN THE HIMANITIES ' 5

PREFACE

This Society for Critical Exchange publication is devoted
entirely to the proceedings of the Roundtable on
Institutional Issues in the Humanities, held at Miami
University on October 21, 1984, Sponsored by the College of
Arts and Science as part of a three day conference titled
"The Ends of the Humanities: Redefinitions," this program was
attended by nearly 100 deans, department chairs, and faculty
menbers invited from the region to engage in a dialog on
critical timely issues that bear on the institutional status
and the future of the humanities.

As these proceedings demonstrate, the exchange was lively and
fruitful: it raised some fundamental questions, sharpened
perspectives, and generated tentative responses. Perhaps as
its simplest and most useful accomplishment, the Roundtable
stimulated participants to speak, to listen, and to react.
The issue was the institutional role of the humanities, and
the' outcome, perhaps, an increased sense of the vitality of
that role. '

On behalf of the College of Arts and Science at Miami
University, I am pleased to see a record of this useful
discussion in print and wish to thank the editorial staff of
Critical Exchange for their assistance,

Stephen M, Day
Dean
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INTRODUCTICN

Kim Gannon

In October of 1984 the College of Arts and Science at
Miami , University sponsored a conference, "The Ends of the
Humanities: Redefinitions", at which prominent speakers such
as William Bennett, Ralph Cohen, and Juliet Mitchell
presented their views on aspects of the humanities, The
conference began on Sunday, October 21 with a roundtable on
"Institutional Issues in the Humanities."

Prior to the conference James Sosnoski, Executive
Director of the Society for Critical Exchange and coordinator
of this session, sent a questionnaire to humanities colleges
and departments within the geographic region. The six issues
identified as the most important by participating deans and
chairs constituted the themes for the engaging and sometimes
volatile discussion during the Sunday afternoon session.
Professor Ralph Cohen, the William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of
English at the University of Virginia and President of SCE,
commented incisively on the exchange of views, suggesting
some directions that humanistic studies should take.

Contained in this volume are a synopsis of the quest-
ionnaire and its results, and a transcription of the
discussion and of Professor Cohen's comentary. In editing
the transcription, we have attempted to reproduce the
conversational tone as closely as possible, cutting only what
we felt necessary to maintain the dialogue's clarity.
Unfortunately, we were not able to decipher some words and
phrases, including the names of same of the discussants.























































































