




















@ Totally Renovated Exhi-
bition on Space Biology
and Medicine at the Pauls
Stradins Museum for the
History of Medicine in
Riga

by Edite Berzina

In 1971, the Pauls Stradins
Museum for the History of
Medicine established an
exhibition dedicated to
space biology and medicine
in the Soviet Union. The
exhibition was proposed by
the physiologist Vasily Parin
(1903-1971), who was an
academic with the Soviet
Academy of Sciences. Over
the course of time, original
items were contributed to
the museum. A stuffed ver-
sion of the dog Chernushka,
which flew in outer space on
March 9, 1961, is one such

item.

In 1976, the collection was
expanded considerably and

Life in our Museums

the new exhibition was pro-
duced by contribution of
cosmonauts and scientists
who were involved in the
Soviet space programme.
In the 1980s, the exhibition

- was supplemented with new

items.

Geopolitical changes in the
1990s put an end to the
museum’s partnership with
Russian space research insti-
tutes, and the exhibition
grew out of date in physical
and moral terms.

In 2005, plans were drafted
to update the exhibition on
space biology and medicine.
Contacts were established
with the Russian Memorial
Cosmonautics Museum and
the Institute of Medicine
and Biology of the Russian
Academy of Sciences. Lat-
vian scientists who were
involved in the Soviet space
programme were identified.
Financing came from the
national budget, from the
Latvian State Cultural

Capital Fund, and from
donations.

There are several sections in
the totally renovated exhibi-
tion: the origins of cosmo-
nautics and space biology
and medicine; experiments
with plants and animals; the
first piloted flights and trai-
ning of cosmonauts; the
effects of physical burdens,
radiation and long-term
weightlessness on the

- human body; solutions to

problems identified in rela-

- tion to those matters; the

food of cosmonauts; inter-
national co-operation in
space programmes; and the
investment of Latvian scien-

 tists in the Soviet space pro-

gramme. Information about
the exhibition is presented
in Latvian, English and Rus-
sian.

- The artistic design for the

- exhibition was done by the
artist leva Lapina. The

- artists have dealt with major

exhibitions at several

museums in Latvia. The

~ artistic design was aimed at
~ creating the image of a space
~ station, focusing attention

on the most important
items in the exhibition and
using audiovisual materials
and touch screen computers
to provide additional infor-
mation.

The exhibition was opened
on April 12, 2010, attrac-
ting much media attention
and praise from visitors.

Pauls Stradins Museum
for History of Medicine
Antonijas street 1,

Riga, Lv - 1360

Phone: 67222656

Fax: 67333478

hetp://www.mvm.lv
e-mail: info@mvm.lv
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News flash

France

PARIS

Musée d’Histoire de la
médecine

@ Le musée d’Histoire de la
médecine présentera a partir
du mois d’octobre 2010 une
exposition sur le chirurgien

Ambroise Paré (1509-1590).

Cette exposition sera
concentrée sur les instru-
ments mis au point ou réha-
bilités par Ambroise Paré,
instruments conservés au
musée. Elle mettra aussi en
valeur les différents ouvra-
ges et traités de chirurgie
conservés a la BIUM (Biblio-
théque Interuniversitaire de
Médecine). Parallélement a
I'exposition le musée édite
un CD audio de musique de
I’époque d’Ambroise Paré,
puisqu’il recommandait pour
ses patients, pour avoir une
guérison rapide, d’écouter
de la musique!

Musée d’Histoire de la
meédecine

12 rue de I'Ecole de Méde-
cine - 75006 Paris

Tél.:01 40 46 16 93

Fax:01 40 46 18 92
marie-veronique.clin@paris-
descartes.fr

France

MARSEILLE

@ Le Conservatoire du patri-
moine médical de Marseille et
I'’Association des Amis du
patrimoine médical conti-
nuent leurs conférences sur
des sujets treés variés:

- Lhistoire de la préparation
des médicaments (8 avril
2010)

- Lalbinisme oculocutané a
travers les siécles (6 mai
2010)

- L'histoire de la médecine a
travers |'ceil du peintre (10
juin 2010)

Pour toute information vous

pouvez vous adresser a:

Secrétariat du Conservatoire
du Patrimoine médical
Tél.:0491 74 51 71

Hépital Salvator

249 Bd. de Sainte-Marguerite
13274 Marseille Cedex 09
yves.baille@ap-hm.fr

France

PARIS

@ La Bibliothéque Interuni-
versitaire de Médecine
(BIUM) a présenté quelques-
unes de ses plus belles piéces
lors du Salon international du
livre ancien qui s’est tenu a
Paris du 16 au 18 avril 2010
au Grand Palais. La collection
de la BIUM figure parmi les
collections médicales les plus
riches au monde.

12 rue de I'Ecole de Méde-
cine - 75006 Paris

Tél.: 0l 40 46 19 51
Fax:01 44 41 10 20
www.bium.univ-paris5.fr
contact: BIUMINFO

Grande-Bretagne/Great Britain

LONDRES/LONDON

@ D’aprés nos informations
le Wellcome ferme son cen-
tre d’Histoire de la médecine.

We have got the information
that the Wellcome Trust and
UCL have decided to close
the Wellcome Trust Centre
for the History of Medicine.

Contact: Lauren Cracknell
l.cracknell@ucl.ac.uk
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